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God’s Top Ten: Wrongful Use of the Lord’s Name
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Exodus 20:7

Exodus 20:7

Getting Started

Getting Started

What do you know about the history of your name? Why did your parents
choose your first name? What’s the story behind your last name?

What do you know about the history of your name? Why did your parents
choose your first name? What’s the story behind your last name?

Word

Word

Read aloud Exodus 20:7

Read aloud Exodus 20:7

1. Note the word “LORD” in 20:7. It occurs twice in the verse and both times it
is in all caps, indicating that in the original Hebrew, God’s name is being used:
Yahweh. This is the name God spoke to Moses at the burning bush. God’s
name is Yahweh. It is considered so holy Jews will not speak it for fear of
mispronouncing it, and therefore, breaking this third commandment. So, in
most translations when Yahweh appears (as it does over 6,800 times in the
Old Testament) “LORD” is used. What does the fact we know God’s name teach
us about him?

1. Note the word “LORD” in 20:7. It occurs twice in the verse and both times it
is in all caps, indicating that in the original Hebrew, God’s name is being used:
Yahweh. This is the name God spoke to Moses at the burning bush. God’s
name is Yahweh. It is considered so holy Jews will not speak it for fear of
mispronouncing it, and therefore, breaking this third commandment. So, in
most translations when Yahweh appears (as it does over 6,800 times in the
Old Testament) “LORD” is used. What does the fact we know God’s name teach
us about him?

2. Were you taught the 10 Commandments as a child? If so, what did you
understand this commandment to mean?

2. Were you taught the 10 Commandments as a child? If so, what did you
understand this commandment to mean?

3. What are some other understandings of how this commandment is to be
lived?

3. What are some other understandings of how this commandment is to be
lived?

4. Read the verse in a couple of different translations. What do you make of
the final phrase of the commandment?

4. Read the verse in a couple of different translations. What do you make of
the final phrase of the commandment?

5. Read Psalm 113:2-3. Notice again the word “LORD” indicating God’s name is
being used. How do we “bless” God’s name? “Praise” his name? When we bless
or praise God’s name, we are keeping the third commandment.

5. Read Psalm 113:2-3. Notice again the word “LORD” indicating God’s name is
being used. How do we “bless” God’s name? “Praise” his name? When we bless
or praise God’s name, we are keeping the third commandment.

Share

Invite the people in your group to share any blessings
or concerns they have from the past week.

Share

Invite the people in your group to share any blessings or
concerns they have from the past week.

Prayer

Pray for each other in sentence prayers.

Prayer

Pray for each other in sentence prayers.
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Sermon Notes

1. What is God’s name?

2. How do we “make wrongful use” of this name?
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1. What is God’s name?

2. How do we “make wrongful use” of this name?

Events/reminders for the coming week:
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People you want to pray for:

People you want to pray for:
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