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Getting Started

Getting Started

Assuming at least some of your small group members participated in Day of
Caring, spend some time talking about your experiences that day, and then,
talk about the impact of Day of Caring on New Hope life.
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Read aloud 2 Corinthians 9:1-15
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1. Since this passage is rooted in the geography of New Testament
times, open your Bibles to the maps that are found in the back of
most Bibles. Find the map of Paul’s journeys (often the last map in the
collection). Locate the places mentioned in this passage, Macedonia
and Achaia (modern day Greece). Since Paul is taking up a collection
for the saints in Jerusalem, note the distance between the churches in
those places. Does looking at the map give you any other insight?
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2. Paul is taking up a collection for the church in Jerusalem because
that area was experiencing a famine. Paul asked the churches
throughout the Roman Empire to contribute support. In doing so, Paul
gives us some rich teaching about generosity. What do you learn
about generosity from this passage? What are some of his key words
or phrases about generosity?
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3. How does your life experience with generosity affirm Paul’s teachings? Can you relate to his words from your own experience?
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4. What motivates you to become a more generous person?
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5. Talk about 9:7. How does one become a “cheerful giver”?
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6. As we as a church family consider our gifts to support the church
for the coming year, how do you go about deciding what your gift will
be? What guidance in this week’s sermon was most helpful in this regard?
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Share

Invite the people in your group to share any blessings or
concerns they have from the past week.
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Prayer

Pray for each other in sentence prayers.
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Sermon Notes

1. Why is Paul taking up a collection for the church in Jerusalem?

2. What’s one thing this passage teaches you about generosity?

3. What are the three basic Biblical guidelines for giving?
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